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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is tlie second action on the merits for application number 10/527,057. 
Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks pg 5, filed 12/7/07, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-5 under 35 USC 102(e) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Sciammarella under 35 USC 103. 

3. Applicant argues. Furthermore, Sciammarella does not disclose a 
selection cursor being "selectively scrollable through the series of panels ... to a 
panel appearing further up either side of the display screen than the panels 
displayed at the bottom thereof which is "arranged to cause the indicated panel 
to be pulled down and stopped in a position at the bottom of the display screen 
and the whole series of panels to be scrolled along with it.". Thus, it is clear that 
Sciammarella discloses a selection cursor that is essentially static at the center 
of the screen and that thumbnails move into the cursor "focus". In other Words, 
the thumbnails are not pulled down by the selection cursor and stopped in a 
position at the bottom of the display screen. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. The thumbnails 
are pulled down because they rotate and the selected one is moved to the 
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bottom of the screen. Furthermore, the cursor can also be moved slightly toward 
the adjacent thumbnail as the adjacent thumbnail is shifted toward center. The 
examiner reads this as being selectively scrollable (Sciammarella, 1|0077). 
Hence the cursor is selectively scrollable because the panels are scrolling 
through the cursor as it moves to the left and the right. Furthermore when it 
moves in either direction it would appear to be movie up and through a series of 
panels because of the circular fashion of the menu. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding Claims 1-9, a graphical user interface is non-statutory subject 
matter as it is not tangibly embodied in manner as to be executable. 
Furthermore, the claims appear directed towards software per se. Therefore, the 
claims are rejected as being non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sciammarella et al., US 2002/0033848 (Hereinafter, Sciammarella). 

Regarding Claim 1, Sciammarella discloses "a graphical user interface 
system for efficiently navigating among and selecting from different selectable 
options presented on a display screen". Specifically, Sciammarella discloses a 
graphical user interface for managing data objects and a layout/order interface 
(Sciammarella, 110047-48). 

Sciammarella also discloses, "display screen being associated with a 
client device and means for user input". Specifically, Sciammarella discloses the 
system for use with a display, computer and user input unit (Sciammarella, 
110058). 

Sciammarella also discloses, "a scrollable menu is provided for selectively 
through user input being presented to the display screen". Specifically, a user 
can browse and look at the data object (Sciammarella, 1|0075-0077). 

Sciammarella also discloses, "scrollable menu comprises a series of 
panels representing bookmarks and/or bookmark folders representative of the 
different selectable options". Specifically, Sciammarella discloses thumbnail 
representatives of the data objects (Sciammarella, Fig 2). 
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Sciammarella also discloses, "which series of panels when presented to 
the display screen will appear to occupy a two- dimensional space extending in 
an approximate semi-circular fashion along the bottom and the adjacent sides of 
the display screen such that additional information can be presented for viewing 
on the remainder of the display screen". Specifically, Sciammarella discloses 
thumbnail representatives in a semi-circular fashion along the bottom of the 
screen and additional information can be presented for viewing data objects 
(Sciammarella, Fig 2). 

Sciammarella also discloses, "a selection cursor is provided for being 
presented to the display screen overlaid one panel presented at the bottom of the 
display screen". Specifically, Scimmarella discloses a focus outline 
(Sciammrella, 1|51). This is used to select objects. 

Sciammarella discloses, "which selection cursor upon being scrolled to a 
panel appearing further up either side of the display screen than the panels 
displayed at the bottom thereof is arranged to cause the indicated panel to be 
pulled down and stopped in a position at the bottom of the display screen and the 
whole series of panels to be scrolled along with it, said user interface system 
further providing for user input for performing a selection of the panel indicated 
by said selection cursor". Specifically, the objects in Sciammarella can move 
along an axis causing them to move from the either side of the screen to the 
bottom of the screen (Sciammarella, 1|0074). 

Sciammarella also discloses, "selection cursor through user input is 
selectively scrollable through the series of panels". Specifically, it can also be 
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moved slightly toward the adjacent thumbnail as the adjacent thumbnail is shifted 
toward center. The examiner reads this as being selectively scrollable. 
(Sciammarella, 1[0077). 

Sciammarella does not specifically disclose that menu at the bottom of the 
display screen. However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
move the thumbnail menu to the bottom of the display screen. The motivation to 
do so would be a different design choice. 

Regarding Claim 2, Sciammarella also discloses, "the graphical user 
interface according to claim 1, wherein an information field is provided for being 

presented to the display screen, providing additional information regarding the 
selectable option of the panel indicated by said selection cursor". Specifically, 
Sciammarella discloses an information field that provides information 
(Sciammarella, Fig 2: node 26). 

Regarding Claim 3, Sciammarella also discloses, "the graphical user 
interface according to claim 1, wherein the transport speed of the series of 
panels when scrolled is arranged to be increased linearly the further up the 
panels appearing at either side of the display screen the user attempts to scroll 

the selection cursor". Specifically, when the continuous browsing input continues 
for longer than a certain duration of time, then the speed at which the thumbnails 
move is accelerated (Sciammarella, 1|0081 ). 
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Regarding Claim 4, Sciammarella also discloses, "the graphical user 
interface according to claim 1, wherein the transport speed of the series of 
panels when scrolled Is arranged to be dependent on the frequency of user input 
commands for scrolling the selection cursor up the panels appearing at either 
side of the display screen". Specifically, when the continuous browsing input 
continues for longer than a certain duration of time, then the speed at which the 
thumbnails move is accelerated (Sciammarella, 1|0081). 

Regarding Claim 5, Sciammarella also discloses, "the graphical user 
interface according to claim 1 , wherein it further provides for user input for editing 

the bookmarks and/or bookmark folders representative of the different selectable 
options". Specifically, the user can edit the information related to the data object 
(Sciammarella, 1|0090). 

8. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sciammarella et al., US 2002/0033848 (Hereinafter, Sciammarella) in view 
of Matthews, III et al., US 5,677,708 (Hereinafter Matthews). 

Regarding Claim 6, Sciammarella discloses all the limitations of claim 1 
above. However, Sciammarella does not specifically disclose, "the graphical 
user interface according to claim 1 , that wherein a first information symbol is 
provided for being displayed to the display screen adjacent to the selection 
cursor when the panel indicated by said selection cursor is a panel representing 
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a bookmark folder, said first information symbol indicating a path to a sub-menu 
comprising a series of additional panels representing tlie bookmarks and/or 
bookmark folders represented by the panel indicated". Matthews remedies this 
with the disclosure information symbols indicating paths to sub menus 
(Matthews, Fig 1 1 , node 195-198). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the feature of the information symbol indicating a path to the data 
object display in Sciammarella. The motivation to do so is to address the 
requirements of limited display "real estate" for displaying such control images, 
as well as the dynamic nature of programming information presented by the 
interactive network (Matthews, col 7, In 7-1 1 ). 

Regarding Claim 7, Sciammarella also does not specifically disclose, "the 
graphical user interface according to claim 6, wherein upon user input for 
performing a selection of the panel representing a bookmark folder, the sub- 
menu comprising a series of additional panels representing the bookmarks 
and/or bookmark folders represented by the panel selected are provided for 
being displayed to the display screen, replacing the previously displayed menu". 
However, Matthews remedies this with the disclosure of present invention 
provides a system for both "highlighting" the currently selected control item and 
for supplying the user with an indication of other control items that are available 
for selection by the user (Matthews, col 7, In 4-7). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of supplying the user with other control 
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items that are available to the data object display in Sciammarella. The 
motivation to do so is to address the requirements of limited display "real estate" 
for displaying such control images, as well as the dynamic nature of 
programming information presented by the interactive network (Matthews, col 7, 
In 7-11). 

Regarding Claim 8, Sciammarella also does not specifically disclose, "the 
graphical user interface according to claim 7, wherein a second information 
symbol is provided for being displayed to the display screen adjacent to the 
selection cursor when the panel indicated by said selection cursor is a panel of 
said sub-menu, said second information symbol indicating a return path to the 
previous menu". However, Matthews remedies this with the disclosure 
information symbols indicating paths to sub menus (Matthews, Fig 11, node 195- 
1 98). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
the information symbol indicating a path to the data object display in 
Sciammarella. The motivation to do so is to address the requirements of limited 
display "real estate" for displaying such control images, as well as the dynamic 
nature of programming information presented by the interactive network 
(Matthews, col 7, In 7-11). 

Regarding Claim 9, Sciammarella does not specifically disclose, "the 
graphical user interface according to claim 8, wherein the panel representing the 
bookmark folder is provided for being displayed to the display screen below the 
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panels of said sub-menu, indicating to the user the panel used to enter said sub- 
menu". However, Sciammarella discloses the data object displayed at the 
bottom of the Arc (Sciammarella, Fig 2). It would be obvious to one of skill in the 
art to move this down below the other data objects. The motivation to do so is to 
draw attention to particular ones of the thumbnails and indicate the focus 
thumbnail more clearly (Sciammarella, 1|0050) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ASHRAF ZAHR whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1973. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AAZ 3/1 8/2008 



/Ba Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



